
Soli Deo Gloria

LESSON 2:  In the Beginning

Here’s what we’re going to do.  First you will find a list of readings.  I’ll try and keep them brief.  They may 
include Scripture (which you will look up on your own) or external readings which I will attach on following 
pages.  This first page will always include the list of readings.

Second, there will be questions.  Pray them out, study them out, think them out, and write them out.  Then 
give your response.  Such preparation will hone your soul and your mind for our discussions come Sunday.

Ready?  Here we go…

READING

•Scripture:  Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-4, Psalm 90:2, Acts 17:22-31, John 8:58, Job 38:1-7, Ephesians 1:3-6

•Paul Davies, “What happened before the Big Bang?” (http://www.fortunecity.com/emachines/e11/86/big-bang.html)

•Francis Schaeffer “Genesis in Space and Time,” (1972, Francis Schaeffer) pp.  8-12.  On the surface, this may 
appear a daunting read.  Please give it your time.  If it doesn’t lead you to a point of worship, you might want to 
check for a pulse. 

QUESTIONS

1.  What was before “In the beginning?”  

a.  According to science –

b.  According to Scripture –

2.  What was “the beginning”?

3.  Carl Sagan audaciously claimed that the universe is all that ever is, was, or ever will be.  Why, looking backward in 
time, is this a statement of utter nonsense?  Is Davies’ response (article) as satisfying as he asserts?

4.  How has the Schaeffer excerpt changed your perspective of Genesis 1:1?

5.  Meditate upon Genesis 1:1 all by itself and then map out the key events in the sequence in which they occurred.

Spend some time worshiping the God who was, and is, and is to come!
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“What happened before the Big Bang” by Paul Davies

…This simple, schoolchild query has exercised the intellects of generations of philosophers, scientists, and 
theologians. Many have avoided it as an impenetrable mystery. Others have tried to define it away. Most 
have got themselves into an awful tangle just thinking about it.  The problem, at rock bottom, is this: If 
nothing happens without a cause, then something must have caused the universe to appear. But then we 
are faced with the inevitable question of what caused that something. And so on in an infinite regress. Some 
people simply proclaim that God created the universe, but children always want to know who created God, 
and that line of questioning gets uncomfortably difficult.

…One evasive tactic is to claim that the universe didn't have a beginning, that it has existed for all eternity. 
Unfortunately, there are many scientific reasons why this obvious idea is unsound. For starters…you don't explain 
the existence of the universe by asserting that it has always existed. That is rather like saying that nobody wrote 
the Bible: it was just copied from earlier versions. Quite apart from all this, there is very good evidence that the 
universe did come into existence in a big bang, about fifteen billion years ago. The effects of that primeval 
explosion are clearly detectable today-in the fact that the universe is still expanding, and is filled with an 
afterglow of radiant heat.

…If the big bang was the beginning of time itself, then any discussion about what happened before the big bang, 
or what caused it-in the usual sense of physical causation-is simply meaningless. Unfortunately, many children, 
and adults, too, regard this answer as disingenuous. There must be more to it than that, they object. 

Indeed there is. After all, why should time suddenly "switch on"? What explanation can be given for such a 
singular event? Until recently, it seemed that any explanation of the initial "singularity" that marked the origin of 
time would have to lie beyond the scope of science. However, it all depends on what is meant by "explanation." 
As I remarked, all children have a good idea of the notion of cause and effect, and usually an explanation of an 
event entails finding something that caused it. It turns out, however, that there are physical events which do not 
have well-defined causes in the manner of the everyday world. These events belong to a weird branch of 
scientific inquiry called quantum physics. 

…The essence of the Hartle-Hawking idea is that the big bang was not the abrupt switching on of time at some 
singular first moment, but the emergence of time from space in an ultrarapid but nevertheless continuous 
manner. On a human time scale, the big bang was very much a sudden, explosive origin of space, time, and 
matter. But look very, very closely at that first tiny fraction of a second and you find that there was no precise 
and sudden beginning at all. So here we have a theory of the origin of the universe that seems to say two 
contradictory things: First, time did not always exist; and second, there was no first moment of time. Such are the 
oddities of quantum physics.

Even with these further details thrown in, many people feel cheated. They want to ask why these weird things 
happened, why there is a universe, and why this universe. Perhaps science cannot answer such questions. 
Science is good at telling us how, but not so good on the why. Maybe there isn't a why. To wonder why is very 
human, but perhaps there is no answer in human terms to such deep questions of existence. Or perhaps there is, 
but we are looking at the problem in the wrong way.

Well, I didn't promise to provide the answers to life, the universe, and everything, but I have at least given a 
plausible answer to the question I started out with: What happened before the big bang? 

The answer is: Nothing. 
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“Genesis in Space and Time” by Francis Schaeffer

START HERE
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“Genesis in Space and Time” by Francis Schaeffer (cont.)
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“Genesis in Space and Time” by Francis Schaeffer (cont.)
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“Genesis in Space and Time” by Francis Schaeffer (cont.)
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